COURTS MUST SAY 
IF MUTT AND JEFF | 
ARE HIS PROPERTY| 


Bud Fisher's Right to Classic 


Creations ‘Made Subject” “) 
of Litigation. . 


New York, Aug. 15.—Perhaps you. did | 
not know that Mutt and Jeff are in a. 
lawsull and that a very sober minded © 
Justice of the Supreme Court, Bartow | 
S, Weeks, has been having many ‘2 
hearty laugh entertaining these children © 
of Bud. Fisher's brain and pen—the long,. 
akinny one and the short sawed off one 
—while attempting to soltle the prob.em. 
of whose property they really are, the 
Stay Company’s, which means William © 
K,.. Hoarst, .or the..Wheeler Syndicalo’s | 
and Bud's, | 

The Star Company, which publishes! 
the New York American, contends that: 
xince Mr. IMsher, the artist, has loft the. 
service of the Hearst nowspapers he can: 
no longer call his morry men Mutt and: 
Jeff and that if hoe insists upon drawing | 
for other employers he must relinquish 
title to tho names. ‘ 

INJUNCTIONS ASKED 

The case went before Justice Weeks 
in Part I. of the Supreme . Court last 
week and was Intensified by applications 
by both erty CG. Wsher (Bud) and the 
Wheeler Syndicate on the one hand and! 
the. Star Company on the other for' 
injunctions, Justice Weeks is expected 
to hand down .a final decision by next 
Thursday, but moanwhile he hag for-! 
bidden the Star Company to issue Mutt, 
and Jeff pictures in @ comic supplement ! 
and has permilted the Wheeler Syndi-° 
cate to distribute the adventures of. 
Mutt and Jeff, provided Mr. Fisher; 
doesn’t entitle his plcturos merely “Mutt 
and Jeff.’ He oan use the names aH 
ho did yesterday, when the New York 
World, one of the subscribers to the 
Wheeler Syndicate service, printed tho 
first contribution. from Mr, Fisher under 
the tltle, “Well, Well! Jsook Who's 
Hero! Old Mutt Himself and His 


Sido Kick, Jeff.” 


Not the least interesting fact brought 


‘out in the litigation over Bud Wisher's 


laughmakors is the amounl of money 
that Mutt and Jeff brought in to the Star | 
Company, and which, under contracts: 
already ‘mado ‘by the Wheeler. Syndl- 
cate, they will bring in. Bud Fisher 
himself, by his new arrangement with. 


the syndicate, will earn far more motcy 
ithan the president of the United Statos 
-yecelves annually. Under his contract 
fwith Mr. Wheeler Bud is to rece ve 
$1,000 a week and 76 per cent of the 
'grogs recelpts of the syndicate. Nearly 
Z hundred newspapers in various parts 
(of the country have contracted (o use 
the Mutt and Jeff drawings, and 
Fishor’s’ {income therefore will be in 
the nelghborhood of $2,000 a week, 
perhaps @ little more, since additional 
contracts aro anticipated. Thorefore 
Bud Fisher's salary will bo about what ; 
Mary Pickford receives, $104,000 a year,’ 
and Miss Pickford is reputed to be the 
highest paid star in the film world, 
When the Star Company brought suit, ; 
Mr, Fisher's contract with the company 
having expired on Auguat 8, after being 


‘operative for four years, the counsel for 
‘the company, Balnbridge Colby of 82 


‘that Mr. Wishor had been receiving $800 
'@ woek from Mr. Hoarst for merely 


Nassau street, ‘stated to Justice Weeks 


the 
newsparer rights to the Mutt and Jeff 
feature, the book and dramatic rights 
having been reserved by the artist, Mr, 
Colby ‘contended that since Mr. Fisher 


‘had’ seen fit to terminate ‘his contract 


with the Star Company, the Star Com- 
pauy by every veasgoon of equity and 
precedent of law should be Branted per- 
manent possession of the tithe “Mutt 


land Jeff.’ This would imply of course 


that the Hearst papers. could employ 
other artists to draw Mutt and Jeff pice 


tures, 

: PARALLEL CASE CITED 

There had been vluer cusus us a sim- 
ilar nature, Mr. Dirks, creator of the 
famous na oP eae Kids, loft the 
New York American to draw his prank- 
some series for the World. But the 
American, nevertheless retalned title 
to the caption “Katzonjammer Isids" 


tand hired another artist to make the 


sories ns Mike as possibde to Mr. Dirks’ 
drawings. Mr. Dirks, drawing for the 
World, was not permitted to,use the old 
title, but called his feature “Hans and 
Iritz.’ A similar sitialion camo about 
when R. F. Outcault went to tho New 
York American and the Herald retained 
possession of the caption ‘Buster 
Brown,” ; 
Mr. Colby, in his argument, contended 
that the Star Company had made the 
Mutt and Jeff feature popular by plac- 
ing back of it the great prestige of a 
nationwide. organization. Ile said that 
Mr. Fisher had been coddled, pampered 
and spoiled, . The Star Company, . he 
said, had created the Mutt and Jeff 
comic strips, and he asked that the Star 
Company's rights be protected and that 
Fisher bo enjoined. : 
Charles W. Kelley, of GO Wall street, 
counsel for Harry C. Fisher and the 
Wheoler Syndicate, said that Mr. Fish- 
er’s comic creations were his alone and 
thal he was entitled to take them where 
he pleased. He revealed that Mr, Wish- 
or had.refused a salary. of $50,000 a yoar 
to nceept the contract offered: hilm™ by 
the Wheeler Syndicate. Je stated that 
the New York: World had contracted to 
pay $800 a weck for the Fisher pictures 
and thal a Boston paper had agreed to 
pay $200 a week. 
ACTION ASKED OF COURT 
Mr, Colby asked for an_ injunction re- 
straining the Wheeler Syndicate and 
ae Wisher from. doing the following 
things: . ¥ ; 
Birst—lrom .in ‘any way using the 
name Mult. and. Jeff. 
Second—Irrom advertising or offering 
for sale any comic strips or -sections 
under the name and title “Mutt and 
Jefe’ or embodying or depicting the 
figures Mutt and Je in comic strips or 
sections. ‘ 
Third—From conspiring or confeder- 
ating with any of Its employes or work- 
men with. a view to the making. and 
execution of any sketches or representa- 
tions of ‘the characters, or of comic 
strips so designated and embodying said 
characters. . 
FPourth—From in any manner unlaw- 
fully interfering with the lainttft’s 
business, or Infringing plaintifi’s trade- 


jimark or trade name Hivntt and Jeff” as 


such, and as A designation or desorip- 
tion of the comic characters or figures 
“Mutt and Jeff” constituting the subject 
matter of the comic atrip or section 
known ‘and desorlbed as “Mutt and 


eft. 

Justice Weeks denied all of these re- 
quests, except that which asked that 
Wishor and the eyndioatt be forbldden 
to use the title “Mutt. and Jeff" as such. 
Mr. Colby said pestereay) however, that 
he: does nol* belleve that the syndicate 
has a legal right to use the name “Mutt 
and Jeff’ in any way -and that he ex- 
pects Justice Weeks go to dealde. 

On the part of the defendants Mr. 
Kelldy asked for .an_ injunction last 
Thuregay to prevent the Star Company 
from using the title “Mutt and Jeff” in 
any way; from using the word “Mutt? 
or the word “Jeff’ in “any. way, and 
from having any other artist draw car- 
toons in imitation of Mr, Fisher's’ Mutt 
and Jeff cartoons. Mr,. Kelly argued | 
that the Star Company had Issued a 


‘comic section for Sunday, August 8, 


that contained a Mutt and Jeff. strip, 
Justice Woeoks granted the injunction: 
and-.made it applicable until rane habe 
of August 8, ig decision within a few 
days is expected to straighten out the 
whole matter. a 


